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September 3, 2019 Program - Barbara Untch - Digital Photo 
Artist 

 August Flower and Garden Show Results 
 

Barbara Untch is a digital artist specializing in flowers, and other nature designs. She will 
share a computer program/demonstration that targets how she creates new digital 
images using her flower photography. She begins with her original photographs taken 
through her outdoor adventures, then she shows how she creates original digital images 
with computer illustrations. She'll explain and demonstrate how she changes her 
photographs by extracting portions and modifying them to create these new digital 
designs. 
 
Barb began her business after retiring from a career in education. Barb and her husband 
Dick have two adult children, and five grandchildren. They both love to travel, and Barb 
uses that time to expand her repertoire of the images she uses for her designs. She has 
been accepted to juried fine art fairs, and has an online business at: 
https://www.untchdesigns.com/. Her most recent art fair was at the Chicago Botanic 
Garden in July 2019. 
 
Questions and discussions are encouraged. Barb is passionate about her topic and she 
enthusiastically shares. 
 
Tuesday, September 3, 2019, 7:30 pm - Chicago Botanic Garden, Pullman Room 
Regenstein Building   
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Samples of Barbara Untch's work 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

     
 

 
 
 
__

 
 
 

 



 
 

President's Message - David Levine 
 
EMERGENCY PLANT PHONE CALL I RECEIVED: 

I received an "emergency plant call" the other day, and I wanted to share it with you all.  It 
came with a picture of what looked like a cherry or berry. A four-year-old had just eaten 
one of the red berries.  I didn't immediately recognize the plant so I sent the photo 
to plantinfo@chicagobotanic.org with an emergency request as well as to a few veteran 
club members.  “Plant info” got back quickly with an ID of "Bittersweet Nightshade" (very 
poisonous leaves and green berries, and somewhat poisonous red berries.) 
I consulted an E.R. doc friend and he filled me in with "Call the Illinois poison Center for 
advice- https://www.illinoispoisoncenter.org/ - 1 800 222 1222."  I know the positive I.D. 
on the plant was crucial.  The child had only eaten one red berry, (as it looked like a 
cherry tomato that she had tasted at her “summer camp” garden under supervision), and 
the parents were just told to observe her over the next day.  She is doing fine, but the 
lesson to be learned is the Chicago Botanic reference, and the poison control 
center. Secondary warning:  We all know the benefit of milkweed, and the butterflies they 
feed.  However; please note: Take steps to prevent accidental ingestion, such as 
instructing children that the plant is poisonous and to avoid any contact with their eyes 
after touching the plant. 
 
 

AMAZING FLOWER AND GARDEN SHOW RESULTS for 2019-   
We had about 450 entries this year which was a 10% increase over last year.   
A very heartfelt thanks to Stephanie (and daughter Meg), who orchestrates this 
complicated symphony.  It went so smoothly this year that I know you must have not slept 
for a couple of nights, or weeks, with your attention to detail.  A sincere thank you to 
Heddi who does much of the heavy lifting to make this event so profitable!  You two are 
so dedicated that it is my pleasure to work with you. 
An honorable mention to Dorothy and Cas Szczepaniak in staffing the checkout desk, 
and to Charlene for her efforts with new member recruitment. Thanks to all who worked 
the show so diligently. 
Sincerely, 
David 
P.S. I had a subscription to Garden Design Magazine last year, and it turned into the 
Garden Design Newsletter.  This newsletter is outstanding! 
If you would like to subscribe to the Garden Design newsletter, here is the link to sign up: 
https://www.gardendesign.com/newsletter.html  
Here is a link to this week's newsletter:  
http://createsend.com/t/i-6263D7D9C710C4AC2540EF23F30FEDED 
 
P.P.S. Personally, great to see Gerry Palmer up and about at the show.  Welcome back 
to Chicagoland. 
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Flower and Garden Show Results - Stephanie Girardi 
Best Annual - Stephanie Girardi 
Best Marigold - Rich and Lana Gernady 

Best Zinnia - Rich and Lana Gernady 

Best Petunia - Stephanie Girardi 
Best Miscellaneous Annual - Stephanie Girardi 
Best Root Vegetable - Stephanie Girardi 
Best Vine Vegetable - Rich and Lana Gernady 

Best Bush Vegetable - Alan Schulman 

Best Vegetable - Alan Schulman 

Best Herb - Laura Matz 

Best Summer Bulb - Rich and Lana Gernady 

Best Rose - Rich and Lana Gernady 

Best Outdoor Potted Plant - Rich and Lana Gernady 

Best Indoor Potted Plant - Rich and Lana Gernady 

Best Hanging Basket - Rich and Lana Gernady 

Best Perennial - David Levine 

Best Fresh Artistic Arrangement- Rich and Lana Gernady 

Best Plant Collection, Vegetable - Stephanie Girardi 
Best Plant Collection, Flower - Joani Riley 

Best Herb Collection - Rich and Lana Gernady 

Best Fairy Garden - Rich and Lana Gernady 

Best Aquatic Plant - Heddi Schellbach 
 
Annuals Sweepstakes - Rich and Lana Gernady 

Perennials Sweepstakes, Foliage - Sam Solomon 

Perennials Sweepstakes, Flowering - Laura Matz 

Summer Bulbs Sweepstakes - Sam Solomon 

Indoor Potted Plants Sweepstakes - Heddi Schellbach 

Vegetables Sweepstakes - Stephanie Girardi and Meg Hathaway 

Fred Ritter Trophy - Justin Westre 

Norman Migdal Trophy - Rich and Lana Gernady 

John Mansnerus Trophy - Stephanie Girardi and Meg Hathaway 

Dolores McAndrew Trophy - Alan Schulman  
Best of Show - Joani Riley 
 
 
 

 
 



Calendar For 2019  
 
October 1, 2019 - Cathy Thomas - Propagation 
November 5, 2019 – Fred Spicer Executive V.P. of Chicago Botanic Garden 
December 3, 2019 – Banquet, silent auction, raffle 
______________________________ 
 

GARDEN PANTS GALLERY 
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