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Congratulations! 

 
Thank you so much to our members who opened their beautiful gardens for our 
Garden Walk in July! And thanks to the Garden Walk Chair, Gerry Palmer, who 
worked diligently promoting, organizing and communicating with all involved, bringing 
about a successful Walk.  
  
Thanks to all who promoted the Walk at five farmers' markets in July: Gerry Palmer, 
Charlene Ackerman, Marty Winn, Sue Rosenbacher, Rose Marie Madden, Merilee and 
John Novinson. 
 
Thanks to those who helped at the three gardens, selling plants and promoting our 
Club: Gerry Palmer, Heddi Schellbach, Alan Schulman, Alan Champ, Linda Ahrens, 
Jane Bareng-Werner, Merilee and John Novinson.  
 
We had approximately 140 visits to the three gardens on Sunday, each of which was a 
unique delight. 
 

Special acknowledgement to Charlene Ackerman for creating a successful Youth 
competition and exhibit at the Garden Show, producing 86 entries and many blue 
ribbons! 
 
This issue provides photos of our Club’s three summer events: our stunning July 
Garden Walk, the deliciously-fun August Annual Potluck Picnic, and the beautiful 
Garden Show at the Chicago Botanic Garden. Enjoy! 
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Our Club’s Garden Walk, July 26 
 
 
 
We had a beautiful day for the GNS Annual Garden Walk held at Charlene Ackerman’s, Rich and 
Lana Gernady’s and Sam and Andi Solomon’s gorgeous gardens. A slight mist of rain gave everyone 
a little concern at the start, but it cleared 
away, leaving us with a very pleasant 
temperature for welcoming visitors.   
   Plants and baked goods were sold at 
each garden, helping support Club 
activities.   
   These first photos are from Charlene 
Ackerman’s garden. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

 
 
 
 

 
 
 



Rich and Lana Gernady’s garden: 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



Sam & Andi Solomon’s garden 
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Rich and Lana Gernady with their Best of Show 
Congratulations! 

 

 
 

 
 



 
 

Trophy Winners! 
Fred Ritter Trophy - Alan Schulman 

Norman Migdal Trophy -  Rich and Lana Gernady 
John Mansnerus Trophy - Sam and Andi Solomon 

Best of Show -  Rich and Lana Gernady 
Best Children’s Entry - Mason Micketti, 4 years old 

 
We had a great show! 
   Many members pitched in to help work, setup, and take down the show. We had 
over 300 entries, filling the room. The judges, from far and wide, were impressed by 
our show and the wonderful space in which we are so fortunate to exhibit.  
   After speaking with some members, I plan to make some changes in the room 
layout and show schedule for next year. The schedule changes will make it easier to 
enter some classes and better reflect what our members now grow. We will even have 
some additional trophies to award!  
   A big "Thank You" to all who helped this year!  

- Stephanie Gerardi, Garden Show Chair 



New this year: Junior Exhibits 
 

There were 86 entries in this year’s first successful Jr. Division participation, all from a 
school in Mundelein. Every item was started from seed and grown indoors in the 
school’s raised-bed gardens. There were 42 blue-ribbon winners, 42 red-ribbon 
winners and 2 yellow-ribbon winners. Four-year-old Machetti won a trophy for his 
cherry tomatoes and the School was awarded a Best of Show trophy in the Youth 
category. The children ranged in age from 18 months to 14 years. We hope their 
enthusiasm grows and this becomes an annual tradition at our club’s garden show. 

- Charlene Ackerman, GNS Vice President 
 

 
Pictured are the Berklow sisters, showing their grown-from-seed, award-winning zucchini. Each girl won a blue 
ribbon for their veggie! The produce was grown at the parking lot’s raised-bed gardens located at the 

Cherished Children's Early Learning Center in Mundelein. 
 

 



 
 

A large group of our members enjoyed 
a beautiful August evening in our home 
and garden for the Annual Potluck 
Picnic Party. The weather 

cooperated…and the food brought by 
everyone was delicious.  
    
After dinner, John and I were delighted 
to share a video we made for the Club 
of the Allerton Garden in Kauai, Hawaii, 

including this photo of us “going 
native.” 
-Merilee Novinson, GNS President  

 
 
 
 
 
 



Thanks! … 
 
…to everyone who potted up perennials or annuals for our Garden Walk and Garden 
Show plant sales:   
 
Charlene Ackerman 
Linda Ahrens 
Alan Champ 

Lana & Rich Gernady 
Merilee & John Novinson 
Heddi Schellbach 

Alan Schulman

 
Big thanks to all the bakers providing yummy goodies for our Garden Walk sale:   
 
Jane Bareng-Werner 
Sue Chadd 
Cherron Chambers 

Karen Finerman 
Lee Jashelski, 
Carol Sternal 

Dorothy Szczepaniak 
Barbara Winn 
 

 
All funds from plant and baked good sales help finance future speaker fees, the Annual 
Garden Show and Garden Walks (which are free to the public) and other club 
expenses throughout the year, helping to keep annual membership fees low! 
    

And a last thank to those bringing snacks to upcoming monthly meetings: 
 
  Sept  - Lee Jashelski    

Oct   - Kathy Feldman/Deborah Kramer  
Nov  - Jane Bareng-Werner 

 
 
 
 
 
Email our Officers below at gns1939@aol.com with questions, ideas or to volunteer!   
 
President and Editor: Merilee Novinson  
Vice-President: Charlene Ackerman 
Treasurer: Heddi Schellbach 
Secretary and Member Mentor Chair: Marty Winn 
Garden Show Chair: Stephanie Girardi 
Garden Walk and PR Chair: Gerry Palmer 
Membership Chair: Renee Lasky 
Past President: Sue Rosenbacher 
 
 

Happy Gardening! 
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