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Editorial contributions, questions and ideas are welcome!
Email the Editor at: gns1939@aol.com
Website: gardenersofthenorthshore.org
Facebook: Gardeners of the North Shore

Monthly Programs for Your Calendar
GNS Club Meetings are the first Tuesday each month, 7:30 P.M., April through December.
Executive Board meetings are held prior to the Club meeting in the Pullman Room at 6:30 P.M. All
members are invited to attend the Board meetings – and all members and newcomers are welcome to
attend the monthly program and hear the speaker!

May 5
June 1
July 7
Aug 4
Sept 1
Oct 6
Nov 3
Dec 1

Herman Pigors, “Orchids”
Sharon Yiesla,” The Rest of the Natives”
Kris Jarantoski, Exec. VP/Chicago Botanic Garden
Annual Garden Party and Pot Luck”
Jill Selinger, CBG Adult Education Mgr., “Bulbs 1”
Alan Schulman, “Bulbs 2”
Joan Sayre, “Bees, Bugs, Butterflies”
Annual Banquet

Events for 2015
Saturday, May 16
Tuesday, June 9
Sunday, July 26
Sat & Sun Aug 8–9

11:30 am lunch, then Field Trip to Pesche’s Garden Center
Carpool at 10:30 for Field Trip La Paloma Gardens, Rockford
Noon to 4 pm - Garden Walk
GNS Flower and Vegetable Show at the Chicago Botanic
Garden, Sat: noon – 4:30
Sunday: 10 – 4:30

Herman Pigors

“Orchids”
On Tuesday, May 5th, Hermann Pigors will discuss the beautiful genus, Orchid, at 7:30
P.M. in the Pullman Room of the Chicago Botanic Garden.
Hermann is a native of Germany from the Baltic Sea Coast. He lived in Hannover from
1945 to 1954. After a 3-year floricultural apprenticeship he worked with the best orchid
grower in Celle, north of Hannover. In 1957 he immigrated to Chicago and worked for 17
years at Orchids by Hausermann, building the orchid business from scratch since
Hausermann’s was in the cut flower business until 1959.
In 1973 he purchased an existing greenhouse facility on five acres in Dundee and with
the help of his family established Oak Hill Gardens. The firm grew incredibly fast and
became a well respected supplier of reasonably priced, locally produced orchids and
house plants. In 1995 the business was transferred to his daughter Liese and her
husband, Greg Butler, who operated the firm until 2012, at which time the business and
inventory were sold.

Come enjoy these Great Field Trips!
Field trip to Pesche’s – Saturday, May 16
It has been so cold and grey here. Getting the itch to get into the garden? Get rid of
the brown and bring in colors with new annuals, perennials, ornamental pots or
hanging baskets. Our upcoming field trip to Pesche’s Garden Center can help!
On May 16 we will meet next door to Pesche’s at Jimmy’s Restaurant, 1440 Rand
Rd., Des Plaines, for lunch at 11:30 a.m.. During lunch we’ll give an overview of
new plants and general prices for 2015, then we’ll head over to Pesche’s and shop for
our spring and summer additions. Along with taking advantage of their great
selections and good prices, this annual event is a fund raiser for our Club.
Every dollar each of us spends returns 15% to our Club. So, if you are going
to buy annuals, hanging baskets, garden ornaments or new perennials, please come to
this one day event and help your Clubs’ finances too! You can find out more about
Pesche’s offerings at: www.pesches.com.

La Paloma Gardens Field Trip – June 9th
Our second field trip of 2015 is to La Paloma Gardens on June 9th. It will be a real
treat! Please RSVP if you plan on coming and make a lunch selection. See the
article on La Paloma Gardens in this issue for more details on the fee for garden
entrance, lunch choice and travel plans.
Please add the above dates to your calendar and call Renee Lasky, Membership
Chair, at 847.966-6473 with any questions. We will have more details at our next
meeting. Enjoy the longer days and warming weather.
See you at our next monthly meeting, Tuesday, May 5th!

La Paloma Gardens – Rockford Illiois
3622 Brookview Road, Rockford, IL

815.399-0324

On Tuesday, June 9th, we will tour this award-winning private garden. This may be
the last year to view this spectacular site. The owner, Karen Harding, is planning to
sell the property and enjoy retirement.
Please RSVP Renee Lasky, Membership Chair, at 847.966-6473 by May 30th if you
plan to join us. You will be asked for your lunch choice when you make your
reservation.
We will meet at Bed, Bath and Beyond in the parking lot at Lake Cook and Waukegan
Roads in Deerfield around 10:30 a.m. for carpooling and caravanning. This departure
time should allow us to arrive at La Paloma around noon. The box lunch you have
selected will be ready upon arrival.
After eating we will tour the garden at our leisure until 4 p.m. when the garden closes.
Admission to the Garden is $6 and the box lunch is $11 for a total cost of $17.
Please come and enjoy! This beautiful 5 acre garden, nestled in a residential
neighborhood, has unfolding outdoor spaces and water features coaxing you to stroll
leisurely while anticipating a different “garden picture” with every turn.
Please refer to The Garden @ La Paloma Gardens – Rockford, IL on You Tube for
a beautiful video of the property. Hope you join us June 9th!

Annual Garden Walk

This year’s Garden Walk is scheduled for Sunday, July 26 from noon to 4.
Three gardens have been selected. Club members who will be opening
their gardens include: Charlene Ackerman, Rich and Lana Gernady and
Sam Solomon. If you are interested in also being considered, please
contact Gerry Palmer, Garden Walk Chair, at palmtree60045@yahoo.com.

Fred Ritter Trophy and Free Seedlings for you!
Every August the Gardeners of the North Shore club award the Fred Ritter Trophy at our Juried
Flower and Vegetable Show at the Chicago Botanic Garden.
The trophy is presented to the member who grows the Best Annual from a seedling of identical
species donated by one of our members.
This year Sam Solomon, member and past President of GNS, is again generously growing a dwarf
zinnia seedling for this years’ contest. He will be handing the seedlings out at the June meeting to all
those interested in competing.
If you can't make the June meeting, contact Sam to arrange pick up at his home.
Sam Solomon: 847-317-1825

Member Mentoring Program
Do you need help with a vegetable garden?
Would you like garden design advice?
Are you looking for help growing plants indoors?
Would you like to start a fairy garden?
If you answered “Yes!” to any of these questions, we are here to help through the Gardeners of the
North Shore Member Mentoring Program.
As a GNS member, you are eligible for help from other talented members. Our membership has
specialists ready to help you. It’s easy! It’s Free! Just ask!
Please email Marty Winn at GNS1939@aol.com and explain the help you would like. Marty will
connect you with a member with the skills best suited to your particular need.
The benefit of this program is we get to know each other better by helping one another…and we
become stronger as an organization. Start 2015 with new ideas from a fellow gardener. We’ll
work together to help achieve your gardening dreams!

Do you love to bake?
Can you contribute perennials from your garden?
If your answer is “YES!” to one or both of these questions, your Club would appreciate plants and
baked goods to sell during our Garden Walk this July.
If you are willing to contribute divisions from your garden this spring, please let us know. We will give
you direction on the best way to prepare for our sale. The earlier the divisions are planted into pots
the better they will look by July, so please evaluate your garden now for what you can add to our sale.
For our passionate bakers, we will need your skills around the time of the Garden Walk, July 26th.
Any kind of baked goods will be appreciated to sell at this Annual Garden Walk free to the public.
Thanks for thinking about these requests. Please contact Merilee Novinson at: GNS1939@aol.com
or call her at 847.727-1427 to discuss what your contribution can be and any help you may need in
providing plants and/or baked goods. Proceeds from this sale allow our Club to focus on its
educational goals throughout the North Shore of Chicago.

Thank You for the Snacks!
A big THANKS to those who have offered to bring snacks for our upcoming meetings:

June - Marty and Barb Winn
July - Cari Rosen
Sept - Lee Jashelski
Oct - Kathy Feldman/Deborah Kramer
If you’d like to provide snacks for November’s meeting at the CBG, please
email Charlene Ackerman at gns1939@aol.com.
Gardeners of the North Shore Officers and Directors:
Please feel free to email any of the following with inquiries or to volunteer at:
gns1939@aol.com.
President and Editor: Merilee Novinson
Vice-President: Charlene Ackerman
Garden Show Chairperson: Stephanie Girardi
Garden Walk and PR Chair: Gerry Palmer
Membership Chair: Renee Lasky
Past President: Sue Rosenbacher
Secretary and Member Mentor Program Chair: Marty Winn
Speakers Chair: Karen Finerman
Treasurer: Heddi Schellbach

