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May 1 - Garden Walk - Three Spring Gardens 
May 3 -Dori Flerlage - Vegetables 

 
This year we are having a Spring garden walk 

 instead of a summer garden walk. 

Merilee Novinson, Carol Sternal and Alan Schulman have opened their gardens to the 

public on Sunday May 1 from noon to 4 p.m.  

Merilee Novinson, 1105 Adirondack, Northbrook.  

The Novinsons' home is surrounded by garden beds with names like, Rainbow Sun, 

Buddha, Astilbe, Woodland, East Terrace, Blue Spruce Allee, Formal Garden and The 

Primrose Path. In the spring this 1/3 acre perennial garden wakes up from its winter 

dormancy with thousands of blossoms from daffodils, hyacinths, crocus, tulips, 

snowdrops, Lenten roses, alliums, primroses, epimediums and euphorbias. Winding 

paths through 18 garden areas pass under arbors and pergolas and numerous seating 

areas allow enjoyment of water features, tuteurs (please check this spelling), garden 

ornaments, pots of colorful annuals, wind sculptures and bird houses. 

From the intersection of Dundee and Waukegan Roads go west on Dundee, turn left 

(south) on Pfingsten, turn right (west) on Cherry, and follow Cherry to Adirondack.  If you 

get to Landwehr, you have gone too far. Turn right on to Adiondack and find # 1105 

 



Carol Sternal, 953 Thomas Blvd. Mundelein.  

Welcome to my country cottage garden. It’s a whimsical, colorful, and child-friendly spot. 

You will enjoy perennials, annuals, and my special blue bulb collection. The playhouse 

and miniature furniture create the perfect place for children and adults to “play”. Relax 

and enjoy all my recycled garden “finds” and characters.  

From the intersection of Ill 60 (Townline Road) and US 45 (S. Lake St.) go north on US 

45. Turn right (east) on Allanson Road. It is just past a "Cash for Gold" sign (Google, 

2015).  Turn left (north) on Washington Blvd (traffic light).  Washington Blvd ends and 

turns right into Thomas Blvd.  953 Thomas is on the corner of Thomas and Washington. 

Alan and Barbara Schulman, 3 Fox tail court, Riverwoods.  

The Schulman’s garden is a multi-season garden. The spring season features a wide 

variety of spring bulbs and other perennials that include numerous varieties of Daffodils, 

Hyacinths, Trillium, Grape Hyacinths and Silla. I addition many of the earlier perennials 

should be showing their colors. There are flowering trees and bushes, Hostas, Ferns, 

Bleeding Heart, Iris, Marsh Marigolds. Virginia Bluebells, May Apple, Primrose, 

Solomon’s Seal, Forget me not’s, Peonies and colorful ground covers. Depending on the 

weather in the next few weeks some or all of these beauties will in full bloom 

From the intersection of Deerfield and Waukegan Roads go west on Deerfield Road, 

pass the tollway and turn right at Chicory Lane.  It is a very narrow street.  On the left 

side of Deerfield Road is Brentwood nursing home.  If you get to Milwaukee Avenue, you 

have gone too far. Follow Chicory north.  It makes 3 turns.  Turn left on Fox Tail Ct. 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

Dori Flerlage  Vegetables- Tuesday May 3, 7:30 p.m. Pullman Room, 

Regenstein Building, C.B.G. 

Dori Flerage attended DePaul and studied Environmental Science and Studies with a 

focus in urban sustainability and am a horticultural specialist at the Chicago Botanic 

Garden’s Plant Information Service.  In her free time she volunteered at Pohickory Nature 

Preserve leading groups in prescribed burns, invasive species removal, and other 

restoration work. She maintains an annual vegetable garden and plays with her two boys, 

golden retriever, and cat.   



The Board of Directors and any other interested members will meet before                                         

this program in the Pullman Room at 6:30 p.m. 

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 

What an erratic and unusually long winter this was for us.  We anxiously awaited our 

emerging green tips from Mother Nature, and she “slammed” us with more snow, and 

black ice, which kept us slipping and sliding.  FINALLY, our daffodils are giving a 

beautiful show, lasting longer than usual, and now our peonies are popping up, looking 

like asparagus.  So many other bulbs and tubers were planted last fall and we hope that 

you will view them at our Spring garden walk.  Looking forward to our Spring Garden 

Walk, we  encourage members to come and visit our three homes that are being opened 

for us for our enjoyment.  Please make every effort to support our hard working trio: The 

Schulmans, The Novinsons, and Carol Sternal as they invite you to share the labors of 

their love. 

Directions to the homes are included for your convenience.  The event opens at noon 

and runs to 4 p.m. on  Sunday, May First. 

Our first meeting in April was held on a miserable, rainy, cold evening, and it was good to 

see the support we received from folks who attended. We  even had a new member join 

us that night.  Please invite a friend, relative, or neighbor to join you at this month’s 

meeting.  We want our club to survive, and new people are needed to add to those of us 

“old timers” in the club! 

Thanks to Heddi Schellbach for being so kind by bringing an array of early blooming 

flowers to sell at our first meeting.  We are looking forward to this month’s visit to 

Pesche’s Garden Center, where our club will receive a 20% rebate on everything you 

purchase that weekend.  Remember, don’t plant too early, Mother’s Day is usually a good  

starter date to use. 

Gerry and I have been attending programs and learning more to pass on to you.  Melinda 

Myers, Horticulture Expert spoke at Pasquesi’s on April 16, and she offered lots of good 

advice about Organic Gardening.  We will give our May attendees a copy of her brochure 

that we picked up for GNS members at the meeting. 

In closing, we wish our Editor, Marty Winn and his wife, Barbara a Happy 50th Wedding 

Anniversary this month.  That’s quite a milestone to reach!  

Happy Spring Growing to all our members,  Charlene Ackerman 



____________________________________________________________________ 

FUTURE PROGRAMS - Karen Finerman 
 
June 7 - Leigh Stewart - Restoration of the Brushwood building at Ryerson Woods with native gardens 
July 5- Kris Jarantoski 
August 2 - Pot Luck Dinner 
August 13 - 14 Garden show at the C.B.G. 
September 6 - Terry Cichocki - Trees 
October 4 - Carol Cichorski - Winter interest 
November 1- Don Carmichael - Green Roof Technology 
December 6 - annual dinner - Back Yard Grill - Highland Park - Entertainment by Martin Lopez - "Fiddle 
Faddle"  
 
Possible Field trips 
Red's Garden Center in Northbrook - June 26 with seminar - date TBA 
Pesche's Garden Center - Des Plaines - May 21-22 details forthcoming 
Ball Seed - West Chicago August 7th Sunday 10 a.m, to 4 p.m.  Garden Conservancy Open House  $7

_____________________________________________________________ 
 
Garden Pants Photo Gallery 

 
"Art in Bloom" Exhibit at Milwaukee Museum.  A contest for artists and florists depicting 
the painting by creating a floral rendition of the works. Charlene Ackerman 
 
 



           
 Art in Snow  - Charlene Ackerman        No Rabbits - Ted Stromberg         
 
 
 

 
Texas poppies  -  Jane Bareng Werner 
 
 
 
 



 
Texas blue bonnets - Jane Bareng Werner 


