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AUGUST 2  - POTLUCK DINNER AT THE NOVINSON HOME 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 7 - OUTING TO BALL SEED COMPANY 

AUGUST 13, 14 - FLOWER SHOW AT THE CBG 
 

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 
This summer has given us a bit of everything, 

winds, heat, drought, beautiful flowers and lots 

of hard work!  We hope you are enjoying your 

gardening projects, and the bounty Mother 

Nature has given us. 

 

Thanks to Alan Schulman for opening his 

vegetable garden project at his workplace to 

members.  It was an amazing production and 

Alan shares this bounty with his employees 

and their families. 

 

Looking forward to a lovely evening at the 

Novinson home for our annual pot luck dinner 

on Tuesday, August 2nd.  If you have not sent 

Merilee an email telling her what dish you are 

preparing, please do so a.s.a.p.! The party 

begins at 6:00 p.m. at 1105 Adirondack, 

Northbrook.    merilee.novinson@gmail.com 

 

 

Please let Marty Winn know if you plan to join 

the group on a field trip to Ball Seed Company, 

once we have established how many, and who 

plans to drive, we will set a meeting place and 

time. 

 

Our tour of the new Education Center being 

completed at the Botanic Garden was guided 

by Executive Director, Kris Jarantowski.  The 

creative landscape outside the new building 

was enjoyed by our members, and we know 

children will enjoy rolling down those hills.  If 

you attended, and have any photos, send them 

to Marty for the next issues Photo Gallery. 

 

Looking forward to seeing you all at John and 

Merilee’s home on Tuesday, August 2. 

 

Charlene Ackerman and Gerry Palmer 



FLOWER SHOW At THE 

CHICAGO BOTANIC GARDEN- 

AUGUST 13-14   - STEPHANIE 

GIRARDI 

 

Our show is a few weeks away and I hope that 

all of you are planning what to enter and how 

to participate. I will bring all of the show 

schedules, signup sheets and entry tags to the 

potluck on August 2. If you haven't exhibited 

before please feel free to try just a few entries. 

We do encourage children to enter also. They 

have a simpler schedule that is available for 

you to hand out to any interested children you 

may know. Both schedules can be downloaded 

from our website also. 

 

We start to set up the exhibit hall on Friday 

afternoon around 1. It should be ready for you 

to start placing your entries around 3. Many 

members bring in their potted material on 

Friday evening and their cut plant material on 

Saturday morning. You can drive around to the 

back of the building to unload your material if 

you ask for the gate code at the garden 

entrance. The code changes daily and you 

need to punch it into the gate that allows you to 

drive around the back of the gardens to the 

portico on the west side of the building. We try 

to have carts in the west bonsai court for you to 

use to transport your entries safely.  

 

On Saturday morning the room opens around 

7. There are always people to help you get 

your entries set and answer questions. You 

have until 10:15 to get your entries properly 

placed and labeled. All entries must have an 

entry tag with the plant information and your 

exhibitor number on it. If you didn't get a 

number at the July meeting you can see me at 

the potluck or get one the morning of the show. 

Please refer to your show schedule on the 

proper way to exhibit. The show is judged from 

10:30 to 12 on Saturday.  

 

Club members are needed to act as clerks for 

the judges. You follow the judging teams and 

attach ribbons to the entry tags as they go. At 

12 the show opens to the public. If you have 

worked as a clerk you can join the judges for 

lunch.  

 

We will have a plant sale this year managed by 

Heddi Scellbach Please put in some time 

helping her to sell plants to the show visitors. 

The sale is an important source of revenue for 

our club and must be staffed to succeed. The 

show is the biggest event of our year and we 

need members to participate. We are so 

fortunate to have the best venue in the area 

and we need to do our part to have full tables 

of entries and have the show fully staffed. It is 

a lot of work but it really is fun.  

 

Heddi is asking everyone to divide some 

perennials since they have proven to be very 

popular. She has been busy dividing 

houseplants and has at least 100 new plants 

(cacti, succulents, aquatics, begonias etc). If 

everyone contributes about 10-20 plants, we 

should have a very successful fundraiser. You 

might want to let her know via email 

heddi@sbcglobal.net what kind of contribution 

you will be able to make. 

 

INVITATION TO VISIT SAM AND 

ANDI'S GARDEN 

This year's garden is our best! If you or your 

friends would like to see it, call us for a private 

tour.  HOSTAS AND MORE 

Sam & Andi Solomon   847-317-1825 
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GNS Annual 
Potluck 
Party is 
almost here! 

  
 

 
 
 

Yes, it’s true!  Our August potluck party is nearly here. 
 

…Are you coming? 
…And what are you bringing? 

 
 

Date:  Tuesday, August 2nd 
Time:  6 – 9 pm 
 
What to bring: Entree, salad, 
appetizer or dessert.   
 
RSVP by the Friday before, July 
29 to:   
847.727-1427 (Merilee’s cell) or 
email: merilee.novinson@gmail.com  
with the food item you will bring.  

 
Where to come:  The festivities will be held at John and Merilee 
Novinson’s home and garden, 1105 Adirondack Dr., Northbrook, located 

between Pfingsten and Landweier Roads north of Cherry Lane in Northbrook.  
Please call if you need directions.   

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



BALL SEED COMPANY OUTING 

SUNDAY AUGUST 7 
 West Chicago Sunday, August 7th  10 a.m. to 

4 p.m.  Garden Conservancy Open House  $7 

 

Guests will enjoy the opportunity to visit The 

Gardens at Ball, usually reserved for the 

wholesale customers of the 111-year-old Ball 

Horticultural Company, a world leader in the 

breeding, production, distribution and 

marketing of horticultural products. There will 

be more than ten acres of gardens to view 

including redesigned perennial beds and new 

rose displays. Thousands of annual, perennial 

and vegetable varieties will be showcased in 

beds, containers and baskets along with 

flowers and vegetables in the All-America 

Selections evaluation trials. Guides will be 

available throughout the day to give garden 

tours and answer questions. Allow two hours or 

more to visit these exceptional gardens. Port-o-

potties will be available for guests. 

www.ballhort.com/GardensAtBall 

 

Directions: Turn north onto Town Road off of 

Roosevelt Road/Route 38 in West Chicago. 

Watch for signs to the parking area and main 

garden entrance which are west of the Ball 

building. Port-o-potties are available for guests. 

 

If you want to go on this outing, e-mail Marty 

Winn (bhwinn@comcast.net) and tell him if you 

need a ride or are willing to drive.  It is about a 

1 hour from the north shore towns. 

       
Ball Seed Garden  

     

 

 

 

http://www.ballhort.com/GardensAtBall/


GARDEN PANTS GALLERY 

 

      
 Nasturtiums at the CBG - Diane Hornstein        Jane Bareng Werner - Lilies 

 

         

Jane Bareng Werner - Lilies                                                         Sue and Bob Rosenbacher 

 

 



               

Lee Jashelski - Front Porch                                     Alan Schulman - Vegetable Garden  

 

   
Alan Schulman - Vegetable Garden    Lee Jashelski - Side Bed      

               

  

 

 



          

 

Merilee and John Novison Gardens 

 

          

 



                                                                                         

 

 

 

 

 

 


